
Guidelines for posters 

2012 College of Science Student Research Symposium 

1) To save on printing costs, if you already have a poster that is suitable for presentation, do not make 

a new one! 

2) If you do need to make a new poster, please make it no larger than 48 inches by 41 inches.  Yes, that 

is a hard limit. 

3) It is very strongly recommended that you use the Powerpoint template provided. 

4) Powerpoint files should be emailed to Kevin Franke in Biology (kjfranke@csupomona.edu) no later 

than the morning of Wednesday, June 6.  We cannot guarantee on-time printing of posters submitted to 

Kevin after that time! 

5) The usual format for a poster is to use the top several inches for the title and the names of the people 

involved in the project, and then organize the remainder of the poster into 2-3 columns of content.  A 

common layout is to have an abstract in the upper left (below the title and names), in a font 

large enough to be readable by a person 

standing a few feet away. 

6) Often the remainder of the left column is devoted to background info (more pictures and diagrams, 

less text, plz). 

   

=
. 

7) Methods should usually be in the bottom of the left column and as much of the middle column as 

necessary.   Again, a picture is worth a thousand words, as demonstrated above.  The rest of the middle 

column and most of the right column can be results, and then conclusions and acknowledgements in the 

lower right. 

Or, ignore what I wrote above, and check out the next page. 

mailto:kjfranke@csupomona.edu


  

Title: Sample Poster
Alex Small, other co-authors

Department of Physics and Astronomy, Cal Poly Pomona

Abstract:  Put some text here.  
Make sure it is readable. 

Background:  What does a 
person actually need to know to 
understand the gist of this?

Etc.

Methods:  As little text as possible.

Results:  It's all about the figures More results:  Figures!

y = 42x + 0.3333
R² = 0.9998
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I don't know what 
this means, but it 
looks good.

Slope = 42!

Biology 
stuff

Conclusions:
•Alderaan blew up.  That took a lot of 
energy.
•Cake!
•Charts!
•More charts!  And 42!
•Puppies.
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